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Literacy – Reading 
Comprehension

Have a read of the text (or get an adult to 
read it to you) about the Mari Lwyd - an 

old Welsh tradition of celebrating the New 
Year.

Once you’ve read the text, there are 
questions to answer. Don’t worry about 
printing any sheets off to write answers 

on, just say them out loud to an adult 
working with you.

Once you’ve done this and have a better 
understanding of the Mari Lwyd, have a go 

at drawing your own Mari Lwyd by 
following the step-by-step instructions.



Have a read of this text about the Mari Lwyd Welsh 
tradition and then answer questions about it. If you need 

help reading it, ask an adult to read it with you.







Answer these questions about what you’ve just read. 
Don’t worry about writing the answers down, just have a 
chat to an adult about what you think the answers are.

1. When was the New Year’s date changed and to what date?

2. When is the Old New Year celebrated? Choose one.

      January 1st    January 31st 

      January 13th         December 31st 

3. What do the villagers do with the Mari Lwyd?

4. The skull of which animal was used to make Mari Lwyd?

5. Is this fact true or false?

   ‘It was believed that it would be unlucky to refuse entry to Mari Lwyd.’

6. Describe what a ‘perllan’ is. (remember how Ll is said in Welsh)

7. What would the children splash over the people for good luck? 

Choose one.

 Apple juice    Tea

 Water     Leaves

8. What is your opinion on receiving and giving ‘calennig?’



Have a go at drawing your own Mari Lwyd by following 
the steps below. Use what you have available, take a 

photo and upload them to either your HWB account (j2e) 
or send Mrs Jones a picture on Class Dojo.



Have a read of this extra information text (or get an 
adult to help read this to you).
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